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Description: 

The Department of Political Science offers courses which satisfy 
general education requirements for students who wish to 
graduate with an AA degree and/or transfer to a four year 
institution. Political science courses satisfy the California state 
government and institutions requirement for the BA. Political 
science provides useful preparation for students interested in 
careers in politics or government service, teaching, law 
enforcement, and the legal professions. 
 
Assessment: 

This department’s statistics have been relatively stable for the 
past five years, with no particular trends either positive or 
negative. The efficiency, success, retention, and online figures are 
in line with other social science disciplines. Efficiency in 08-09 was 
higher than in the previous three years.  Success rates are 
consistently over 50%. While none of this indicates any special 
problems, improvements are doubtless possible. 
 

Program Goals: 

To improve the political science program by:  

 Raising the level of professionalization of political science 
faculty, and; 

 Alter the course offerings to cover more aspects of the 
discipline. 

 
Challenges and Opportunities: 

The challenge, of course, is to make improvements when fewer 
resources are available, due to economic trends and political 
choices. The opportunity comes from the fact that the educational 
problems of today are largely due to inaction–or wrongful action–
by government, and this should stimulate student interest in the 
subject of politics.   
 

Action Plan: 

 Enhance the professional level of political science faculty by 
hiring an additional full-time instructor. This would likely 
upgrade the quality of instruction, thus improving the 
retention and success rates. Also an additional full-time 
faculty member will be able to work more intensely on 
further program improvements. 

 Add a new course offering on Comparative Government and 
another on Law and Society, to increase the attractiveness of 
our program to students working toward a BA or higher 
degree in political science–which, again, will improve our 
rates of retention and success. In the absence of full-time 
faculty to move ahead on this, it is possible that our very 
competent adjunct faculty will be able to assist. 
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