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Description: 

The environmental science of geography examines both 
physical and cultural landscapes. Geography includes the 
study of all forces of nature and the consequences of those 
forces: the nature and interactions of the atmosphere and 
the land, plants and animals, the earth’s waters, weather, 
climate, the earth’s dynamic surface, landforms and soil, and 
the way people have inhabited and altered the earth by 
creating various forms of agriculture, language, religion, and 
cities. 

Assessment: 

 Pass rates have matched or slightly exceeded college 
averages 

 Success and efficiency rates have consistently exceeded 
college averages   

 Because of curriculum updates and expanded course 
offerings, the number of Geography AS degrees should 
increase.   

Program Goals: 

 Enhanced student recruitment strategies, incorporating 
on- and off-campus resources. 

 Now that curriculum has been fully updated, efforts to 
complete all course SLO evaluations should continue. 

 Creation of grant and scholarship programs for 
enhanced program viability and student transfer and 
career opportunities. 

 Additional collaboration with other departments for 
creation of additional degree, certificate, and transfer 
opportunities for students. 

Challenges & Opportunities: 

 Success, retention, and efficiency, while high, could be 
improved. 

 Local field and outreach opportunities must be 
incorporated, as budgets remain flat or may even 
decline. 

 Geography should be more fully incorporated into future 
environmental science degree and certificate programs. 

 Geography and GIS programs should become more 
closely linked, especially as environmental and 
geospatial career fields continue to grow. 

Action Plan: 

 As course load and funding opportunities allow, a full-
time, tenure-track Geography-GIS instructor position 
should be created. 

 Advertising the Department more effectively, both on 
and off campus. 

 Continuing to offer an expanded variety of Geography 
classroom- and field-based courses. 

 Increase the number of Geography graduates and 
transfer students by cultivating grant, scholarship, and 
research opportunities. 

Geography 


