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Description: 

Economics is concerned with the study of how people and societies produce 
various commodities and services and distribute them for consumption, now 
and in the future, among various persons and groups in society.  As a 
descriptive, academic discipline, it is concerned with accurate portrayals of 
national economics as well as those of regions, firms, and individuals.  As  an 
analytic discipline, its tools are used to order, modify, and describe economic 
activity. Training in economics provides excellent preparations for careers in 
industry, government, and many professions including management, law, 
education, public administration and consulting.  
 
Assessment: 

Since 2006-2007  

 Duplicated enrollment has increased 25%. 

 WSCH per FTEF increased 19%. 

 FTES increased 24%. 
Since 2004-2005 

 Success rates have improved 9%. 

 Retention has improved 3%. 

 Percent of on line enrollment increased 100%. 
 

The department feels strongly that the number of students desiring to enroll in 
economic courses will increase because: 

 Americans believe the most challenging problem facing the nation is 
the economy. 

 As the nation faces high unemployment and recession interest in 
economics increases. 

 Enrollment in community colleges generally increases during times of 
high unemployment and recessions. 

 
Program Goals: 

 Update curriculum. 

 Improve program review status. 

 Modify SLO for macroeconomics. 

 Improve student learning, work with the tutorial center to provide 
tutors early in semester. 

 Improve student success by working to develop systems where 
students can use early editions of text books at a fraction of usual 
textbook prices, and thereby get their books earlier in the semester. 

 All economic courses will utilize Blackboard by end of spring 2010. 
 
Challenges and Opportunities: 

 Biggest opportunity is to serve more students as interest in 
economics and expected enrollment increase. 

 Most formidable challenge is how to increase offerings in times of 
budget cutbacks. 

 While all of the indicators (enrollment, WSCH/FTES, FTES, success 
and  retention rates, and percent of online enrollment) have 
improved, the program will continue to strive to improve. 

 
Action Plan: 

 Write updated curriculum and meet with curriculum committee to 
make current all economics courses. 

 Write and improve the program review documents to improve 
status. 

 Meet with economics faculty to review and perhaps modify SLO’s for 
macroeconomics. 

 Hold monthly department meetings to assess our success in meeting 
our goals. 
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