
 

 

 

 
  05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 

Duplicated 
Enrollment 

     
3,186  

     
3,153  

     
3,371  

     
3,752  

        
3,892  

FTEF 31.26 31.05 35.58 35.91 35.15 

WSCH per FTEF 586 590 556 599 642 

 

Description: 

The courses offered by the Biology Department are designed to meet the 
demands of science majors, and those wanting to enter an allied health 
career. The department prepares students not majoring in science to 
understand the methods and basic facts of biological science. It provides 
foundational courses for a Biology major equal to those at the university 
level. The department is also preparing students to enter an allied health 
career like the Nursing program at Valley College. The Anatomy and 
Physiology program and the Microbiology program are dedicated to 
producing students capable of high academic achievement, independent 
thought, and critical thinking. 
 

Assessment: 

 FTES has increased by 17.3% during the last three years and 
enrollment by 586 students. Each dipped slightly in the 05-06 
year. 

 WSCH per FTES has remained fairly steady over the last 
measured period at an average of 591.2. The program 
maintains a high efficiency score. 

 Success and retention rates have remained fairly stable. These 
are fairly typical for the science courses at Valley College. 

 There is only one online course in the department and it is 
taught in a hybrid format. 

 

Program Goals: 

 Develop Biol 090, a course to increase retention in Anatomy 
and Physiology courses. 

 Develop Biol 155 a course to replace Biol 050 

 Develop a multi-semester majors program with a third and 
fourth semester offering. 

 Construct and maintain building planters for use with our 
students. 

 Assess and rework the lab portion of our Anatomy and 
Physiology courses. 

 Explore adding veterinary science courses to our department. 
 

Challenges and Opportunities: 

 Increasing success and retention in our courses. 

 Develop more laboratory space. 

 Develop more lecture space. 

 We have the opportunity to serve many more health care 
students than currently with the necessary resources. 

 We have the opportunity to incorporate more educational 
technology to enhance and broaden our instructional efforts. 

 We could develop and offer some more online courses either in 
a hybrid or in a full online format.  

 

Action Plan: 

 We want to have curriculum plans approved before the 
economy changes so that we are prepared to add important 
new classes. 

 We will begin to talk to the college and district administration 
about plans to add more space in our building or new buildings. 

 We have purchased materials to develop Biology planters. We 
have an action plan to acquire plants and install watering 
equipment. 

 We will continue to upgrade lab experiences in A&P with more 
technology resources.  

 We will begin to develop more online offerings in Biology. 
 

 

 
  

 
  05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 

Sections 135 130 147 149 143 

% of online 
enrollment 

1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 

Degrees 
awarded 

3 8 2 5 1 

Certificates 
awarded  

          

 

Biology 


