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Description: 
The Airframe and Powerplant Program prepares students for 
employment in the aviation industry as a certified Airframe and 
Powerplant Mechanic. The curriculum encompasses 1900 hours of 
instruction, 750 hours in Airframe, 750 hours Powerplant, and 400 hours 
in the Airframe and Powerplant General Curriculum. The program is 
certified by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) under Federal 
Aviation Regulation Part 147 
The Flight Operations and Management Program prepares students for 
employment in the aviation industry as commercial pilots, airport 
managers, aircraft dispatchers, and other management related positions 
in the aviation industry. 

Assessment: 
Assessment of the data indicates an increase in FTES with students taking 
more than one class to obtain a certificate. WSCH has also shown a 
steady increase demonstrating increasing instructor involvement. 
Student success and retention also indicate a high standard and a steady 
increase. Since these programs are not primarily focused on degree 
completion this area shows a low number. Certificates awarded indicate 
a steady amount but students do not always follow through for a school 
certificate and instead focus on the FAA certificate that will enable them 
to achieve the appropriate FAA license. Data indicated does not support 
an accurate number of certificate application submitted or awarded.  

Program Goals: 
Over the next five years the Aviation Maintenance Program will focus on 
close associations with industry representatives in a continuing effort to 
meet the needs of a changing workforce. Updating instructional 
technology and teaching aids to meet these needs is of primary 
importance. Adapting to new regulatory and environmental requirement 
will also be at the forefront. Meeting these goals will help the 
department to assure that each graduate is fully prepared to enter the 
workforce with all necessary training and skills.  

Challenges and Opportunities: 
Continuing to stress the importance of a certificate and/or a degree to 
our students is an ongoing challenge. Students in the Aero programs view 
the program fundamentally as a method to achieve FAA certification and 
enter the workforce. 
Students are not cognizant of the advantages a certificate and/or degree 
can offer by developing soft skills that can increase employability. This 
also presents an opportunity to develop a viable plan to alter student’s 
perception and increase student participation in achieving degrees and 
certificate. 

Action Plan: 
Conduct research data that supports the advantages of degree and 
certificate programs over minimum CTE course offerings for the FAA 
certificate. 
Develop methods to make this information accessible, understandable, 
and relevant to our student population. 
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